Ethical issues and clinical expertise at the end of life.
Oncology care has changed markedly in the past decade. With new therapies, patients are experienced in living with life-threatening illness and believe in the abilities of science and the health care system to find new therapies. Changes in the treatment paradigm have altered oncology nursing practice. The integration of newer targeted therapies with their specific side-effect profiles also has changed end-of-life care. Strategies used to manage patients during the active treatment phase of illness can inform and improve nursing practice when active care has been set aside. Evidence-based practice provides a guide to identify, critically appraise, and use evidence to solve clinical problems.